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Overall, precipitation on the Great Lakes basin was
about average in March. The upper lakes {Superior and
Michigan-Huron) were wet, and the lower lakes (Erie and
Ontaric) were dry. The reader is referred below to the
table of estimated precipitation for the manth of.Harch.

Provisional Great Lakes Precipitation
{inches)
Michigan- Great Lakes
Superior Huron Erie Ontaric  Basin

1989* 2.0 2.5 2.2 2.2 2.3
Average(1900-87) 1.7 2.1 2.7 2.8 2.2
Difference +0.3 +0.4 -0.5 -p.4 +0.1
% of Average 115% 1204  80% 85% 105%

* Estimated

There is potential for heavy spring snowmeit runsff
in the northern United States portion of the Great Lakes
basin, with the possihility of localized flooding in the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan, the extreme northern portion
of lower Michigan, and northeastern Wisconsin. The ex-
tensive snow coverage in these areas cantains approxi-
mately 7 to 11 inches of water, ranging from 140% to 250%
of average amounts across the region. Drainage areas
subject to heavy runoff and/or flooding include the Onto-
ragen, Escapaba and Menominee Rivers, and tributary
streams in northern lower Michigan. The potential for
flooding in these areas will depend on occurrences of
rapid warming, the amount and timing of spring rains, and
ice jamming in the rivers. The Lake Winnebago-Fox-Wolf
River, Wisconsin, also has above average snow accumula-
tions, with 5 to 6 inches of water in the upper reaches
of that basin.
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The National Weather Service's 30-day outlsok for
April calls for moderate to heavy precipitation for the
Lakes Superior, Huron, Erie and Ontario basins and meder-
ate precipitation for the Lake Michigan basin. The 30-
day outlook alsc calls for average to below-average tem-
peratures for all the basins, except take Hurcn which is
expected to be about average. The 90-cay outlook calls
for below-average temperatures for the basin {except for
the southern portion of Lake Michigan) and above-average
precipitation for the whole basin.

The water levels of Lakes Superior and Michigan-
Huron are expected to remain ¢lose tc Tong-term average
over the next six months while Lakes 5t. Clair and Erie
are expected to be above average. This month Lake
Ontario lost ground relative to its average level: its
Tlevel is currently about 10 inches below average.
Because of the continued below average conditions on the
Lake Cntario basin, the International 5t. Lawrence River
Board of Contrel initiated flow reducticns (from Plan
1958-D flows) beginning at midnight on 29 March. The
Board approved an underdischarge plan with a geal of
raising Lake Ontario water levels about six inches.

On 30 March, removal of the Lake Erie-Niagara River
ice boom was started with two spans of the 22-span boom
opened, An additional 17 spans were removed by 3 April
Complete opening is expected by the end of the first week
of April.
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For Great Lakes basin technical assistance or information, please
contact one of the following Corps of Engineers District Offices:

For New York, Penn. & Ohio:
Colonel Hugh F. Boyd II1I
Cdr, Buffalo District

1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, NY 14207-3199
(716) 876-5454, Ext. 2201

For Mich., Minn., & Wisc:
Colonel John D. Glass
Cdr, Detroit District
P.0. Box 1027

Detroit, MI 48231-1027
(313) 226-6440 or 6441

For I11. & Indiana:
LTC Jess J. Franco Jr.
Cdr, Chicago District
219 S. Dearborn St.
6th Floor

Chicago, IL 60604-1797
(312) 353-6400




